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Background

TheToxic ReleaseInventory (TRI) reporting
requirementsarefound in section 313 of the
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-
Know Act (EPCRA) of 1986 and section 6607 of
the Pollution Prevention Act (PPA) of 1990.
EPCRA isasoreferredtoasTitlelll of the
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of
1986 (SARA). [Public Law 99-499] TheTRI
reporting requirementsare codified in 40 CFR Part
372. The purpose of these reporting requirements
isto providethe public withinformation on rel eases,
transfers, and waste management activitiesof listed
toxic chemicalsintheir communitiesand to provide
EPA with thisinformationto assst theagency in
determining the need for futureregul ations.

Section 313 requires certain facilitiesthat manufac-
ture, process, or otherwiseuse any listed toxic
chemical or chemicd category listed at 40 CFR
372.65in excessof threshold quantities, to report
certainfacility pecificinformation about such
chemicals. Thesethreshold quantities(set forthin
40 CFR 372.25) are manufacturing or processing
greater than 25,000 pounds or otherwise using
greater than 10,000 pounds of alisted toxic chemi-
cal per calendar year.

Under EPCRA section 313, Congressgave

EPA theauthority to modify certain aspectsof TRI
reporting requirements. EPA hastheauthority to
changethetoxic chemical s subject to reporting, the
facilitiesrequired to report, and the threshold
quantitiesfor reporting. In 1994, EPA expanded
the number of reportabletoxic chemicasby adding
286 toxic chemicalsand chemical categoriestothe
EPCRA section 313 toxic chemicd list (62 FR
61432). In 1997, EPA added sevenindustry
groupstothelist of facilitiesrequired to report
under EPCRA section 313 (62 FR 23834).

On October 29, 1999 (64 FR 58666), EPA
issued afind ruletitled “ Perdstent Bioaccumulative
Toxic (PBT) Chemicds, Lowering of Reporting
Thresholdsfor Certain PBT Chemicas; Addition of
Certain PBT Chemicas, Community Right-to-
Know Toxic Chemica Reporting.” EPA darified
that the new lower reporting thresholdsfor PBT
chemicalsareeffective with the 2000 reporting
year, with thefirst reportsdue by July 1, 2001.
EPA cited authority under section 313(d) and
313(f) of EPCRA to add or delete chemicalsfrom
the section 313 list and to revisereporting thresh-
olds. [SeeEnvironmenta Guidance Regulatory
Bulletin, February 2000 Persistent
Bioaccumulative Toxic (PBT) Chemicals;
Lowering of Reporting Thresholds for Certain
PBT Chemicals; Addition of Certain PBT
Chemicals, Community Right-to-Know Toxic
Chemical Reporting for detailed information on
thisrule]

On August 3, 1999 (65 FR 42222), EPA
proposed lowering the reporting thresholdsfor lead
and lead compounds which are subject to reporting
under section 313 of EPCRA to 10 pounds/year
for manufacture, processor otherwiseuse. EPA
believesthat lead and lead compoundsare PBT
chemicalsthat warrant lower reporting thresholds
than those currently established under EPCRA




section 313. Thisproposal asoincluded alimita
tion on the reporting of lead when contained in
certain dloysand proposed modificationto certain
reporting exemptions and requirementsfor lead and
lead compounds.

The Final Rule

On January 17, 2001, EPA issed afinal rule
titled “ L ead and L ead Compounds;, Lowering of
Reporting Thrsholds, Community Righ-to-Know
Toxic Chemica Release Reporting; Fina Rule”’
(66 FR 4500)

On February 16, 2001, EPA issued anotice
“Extenson of Effective Datefor Lowering Report-
Ing Thresholds’ (66 FR 10585) that extended the
effective date from February 16, 2001 to April 17,
2001.

EPA finalized manufacture, process, and
otherwise use thresholds of 100 poundsfor lead
and lead compounds, with thefirst reportsat this
lower threshold due on or before July 1, 2002, for
the 2001 calendar year. Thislower reporting
threshold does not apply to lead containedin
stainlessstedl, brass, and bronzedloys. These
remain reportable under the 25,000 pound manu-
facture and process and the 10,000 pound other-
wise usereporting thresholds.

M odification to Certain Reporting Exemptions
and Requirements

For lead and lead compounds, aswith al PBT
chemicas, EPA hasnot only lowered reporting
thresholds, but also modified thefollowing reporting
requirements.

De Minimis Exemption:

EPA diminated thede minimisexemptionfor
lead and lead compounds. However, theruling
doesnot affect the applicability of thedeminimis
exemption to supplier notification requirements
found at 40 CFR 372.45(d)(1).

Alternate Threshold (Form A)

EPA aso excluded theuse of thedternate
reporting threshold of 1 million poundsand the use
of Form A reporting for lead and |ead compounds.

Range Reporting
EPA diminated rangereporting for on-site

releasesand transfers off-gitefor further waste
management for lead and lead compounds. This

will not affect the applicability of therangereporting

of the maximum amount on-siteasrequired by
EPCRA section 313(g).

Data Precision

Facilities should report rel eases and other waste
management quantitiesgreater than 0.1 pound
provided the accuracy and the underlying dataon

which the estimateis based supportsthislevel of

precison. Rather than reporting whole numbers
andtotwo sgnificant digits, if afacility’ sreleaseor
other waste management estimates support report-
ing an amount that ismore precisethan whole
numbersand two significant digits, thenthefacility
should report that more preciseamount. EPA
believesthat, particularly for PBT chemicalssuch as
lead and |ead compounds, facilitiesmay beableto
calculate their estimates of release and other waste
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Application of TRI Reporting Exemptions and Requirements to PBT Chemicals

Exemption or Reporting TRI Chemicals PBT Chemicals
Requirement (including lead & lead compounds)
De Minimis Can Be Utilized Can Not Be Utilized
Form A Can Be Utilized Can Not Be Utilized
Data Precision 0.5 pounds 0.1 pounds
(Half Pound Rule) Can report whole numbers Report releases and other
and round releases to waste management quantities to

nearest 0.5 pound nearest 0.1 pound
Threshold Manufacture or Process Varies by PBT Chemical

25,000 pounds (either 10 or 100 Ibsl/yr;

0.1 g/yr for dioxins)
Otherwise Use
10,000 pounds Threshold is the same for
manufacture, process and
otherwise use

Lead =100 pounds

Range Reporting Can Be Utilized Can Not Be Utilized
Except for maximum amount
on-site (Form R section 4)

Otherwise Use, Can Be Utilized Can Be Utilized
Laboratory & Article
Exemptions

TRI-PBT Final Rule 3



